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Figure 1 – The Jabez Bacon cabin from the southeast. 
 
This report is based on a half-day visit to the building made in April of 2007 and non-
invasive investigations and observations undertaken at that time. 
 
The structure is small 1.5 story, gambrel roofed dependency that sits to the east of the 
Jabez Bacon house in Woodbury, Connecticut. (Figure 1)  It is currently connected to the 
rear ell of the main block but there is no direct interior access between the buildings.  It is 
thought that it was originally free standing. A screen porch has been added to the rear of 
the cabin. 
 
On the ground floor, the cabin has one large room that takes up roughly the western two-
thirds of the structure.  The other third is split between the chimney and a small room in 
the southeastern corner.  The stairs to the second floor run along the western end wall 
behind a sheathed partition.  The second floor is divided in roughly the same manner, 
with one large space at the west and an enclosed smoke chamber and the chimney mass at 
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the east.  The smoke chamber is one of the most striking aspects of the building. (Figure 
2)  The survival of a facility for smoking meats is fairly common but the size of the 
Bacon smoke chamber makes it unusual. The building as a whole is a remarkable 
survival of the sort that is quite rare in Connecticut.  It appears to be a small service 
building of the type that rarely last beyond their utility -- once one of these structures 
became useless they were frequently left to rot, or disassemble so that the building 
materials could be re-used. 
 
The building is well preserved and appears to have a high proportion of early material 
still in it.  The majority of the visible material – including the cladding, most of the 
windows and doors, floors and frame – is in keeping with what one would expect from a 
building constructed in the middle of the 18th century.   
 
Cladding 
Much of the clapboard siding on the house appears to be early if not original.  Its 
character is in keeping with a mid-18th century building. 
 
Windows 
The windows -- with the exception of the sliding window in the southeast corner of the 
ground floor (a single 20 light sash, more appropriate as part of a large double hung 
window in a public building like a meetinghouse, that may be an example of re-use), the 
window in the smoke chamber, and the sidelight next to the rear door -- are in keeping 
with what is found in the main house.  The 12/12 windows in the front wall and the 6/6 
window in the rear wall are visually consistent with their counterparts in the main house.  
However, the 6/6 window has muntin profiles more consistent with a 19th century 
window. 
 
Doors 
The doors are also consistent with those in the Jabez Bacon house with the exception of 
the exterior doors. (Figure 3)  The rear batten door appears to be modern (as may be the 
whole opening) while the front door has the characteristics of an 18th century door but 
simply without an analog in the main house (in part because of the reproduction double-
leaf front door currently there). (Figures 4 and 5)  The interior doors do raise the question 
of how the structure was used, both originally and later in its history.  They are relatively 
well finished, something one might not expect in an outbuilding.  Since at least two of the 
doors are associated with intruded material (those relating to the stairs) it raises the 
question of whether these are being re-used.  Regardless of their origins, they are early 
material which appears to have had a long history in their current locations. 
 
Floors 
The floors appear to be historic and in their original positions. 
 
Frame 
The frame appears to be intact and original.  One of the most striking aspects of the 
building’s frame is the number of empty mortises that can be found in many of the 
timbers.  These appear to represent two different aspects of the structure.  The first is that 
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the cabin appears to have been constructed from with timbers re-used from other 
structures.  This can be seen clearly in the rear plate (i.e. the horizontal timber at the top 
of the rear wall) where one can see a series of empty mortises relating to the timber’s 
previous use as a plate in a different building or in the arcade plates the support the roof 
rafters at the point that pitch of the roof changes. (Figures 6 and 7) These timbers were 
once rafters themselves.  One can find re-used timbers in other places as well, including 
the rafters of the roof’s upper slope, the arcade posts, and the chimney tie beam.  It is also 
possible that the sliding window in the eastern end of the building is another example of 
re-use.  While this re-use may be surprising in a structure associated with a house as 
fancy as that constructed by Jabez Bacon, it should be remembered re-use was a common 
practice in the 18th century and that the cabin was a secondary structure  the interior of 
which would not have been seen by anyone Jabez Bacon was intending to impress. 
 
The second type of empty mortise suggests that the building was somewhat different 
when it was originally constructed.  A series of empty mortises in the tie beam along the 
western wall lines up with the existing joists supporting the second floor. (Figure 8)  
These suggest that the joist once ran all the way to the western wall and that the current 
stair has not always been in this location.  A similar, although less visible, series of empty 
mortises exists along the eastern tie beam.  These mortises suggest that the floor once 
covered the area where the chimney currently sits.  While these mortises may indicate 
mistakes by the original builder, locating mortises where they weren’t needed, it seems 
more likely that the original cabin may not have had either a chimney or stairs.  (No 
evidence of stair located in another location was found.) Instead, it seems likely that it 
was constructed as an unheated building with a ladder to the second floor.  A series of 
empty mortises in the tie beams that link the arcade plates suggest that their may have 
been a loft space in the upper part of the attic space, or perhaps a frame for hanging 
something quite substantial to dry.  (Figure 9) 
 
Firebox 
The firebox is in keeping with mid-18th century fireboxes such as the cooking hearth 
found in the main house.  (Figure 10) 
 
Additions 
While the chimney and stairs were not original features of the cabin they appear to be 
fairly early additions. The largest modern changes appear to be the introduction of the 
corner cupboard and stair rail as well as the removal of some layers of finish, such as the 
casings on the joists. 
 
Character Defining Features 
Exterior  

• Volume 
• Roof shape and size 
• Fenestration 
• Doors 
• Clapboards 
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Interior 
• Smoke chamber 
• Sheathing 
• Floors 
• Firebox 
• Stairs 

 
Summary 
The Bacon cabin is a rare surviving 18th century outbuilding.  While its original use is 
unclear from the physical evidence it clearly includes a good deal of historic material.  It 
is also important as one part of an existing 18th century compound; taken with the house 
and store associated with Jabez Bacon it makes a very important statement about how the 
18th century landscape around a wealthy Connecticut merchant’s house might have 
looked. 
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Figure 2 – The smoke chamber. 
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Figure 3 – The 18th century 3-panel door at the base of the stairs. 
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Figure 4 – The front door. 
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Figure 5 – The batten door at the rear of the cabin. 
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Figure 6 – The rear plate with its empty mortises indicating reuse. 
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Figure 7 – The arcade plates are re-used rafters. 
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Figure 8 – Empty mortises in the tie beam adjacent to the stairs. 
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Figure 9 – Empty mortises in the beams tying the arcade plates together. 
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Figure 10 – The firebox. 


